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little breaches of conduct should not have been
treated so hard. But Chaitanya, \\iio knew his
fellow ascetics better than others, often dis-
covered in their small faults, great moral or
spiritual defects which unfitted them for the
Holy Order. His treatment of the house-
holders and even of robbers and thieves, however,
is characterised by that mercy which can alone
win them to spiritual life.
What is it that Chaitauya saw in his trances ?
The late S\vami Vivekanaiida had asked Para-
mahansa Ramakrsaa if he had seen God, about
whom so much was said. The latter replied :
cires, I have seen God as vividly as I see you
or the wall before me.' The emphatic way in
which he spoke this impressed the scholar who
had never before heard anybody say that he
had seen God, and that with so much force. The
young scholar, so proud of his modern learning,
questioned the prophet minutely, and he himself
eventually became a disciple of Ramakfsna.
Visions such as Chaitanya saw were beheld
by many of his followers. We will deal in
a future course of lectures with the life of
(^rinivasa, towards the latter part of the 16th
C3ntury, in which the visions were seen
frequently, and were sometimes of long duration,
making him lose all consciousness of the physical
world. In Chaitanya we find the trances
not only in their most attractive form, but we